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Ten Questions For Israeli Soldiers

he brave Israeli soldier has primary responsibility
for defending the State of Israel, often setting
aside concern for his own life as he selflessly puts
himself in harm’s way to protect others.

Captain Maurice D. Zeitouni, my grandfather, was
part of the Israeli army from the birth of the state in 1948
until the late 1950s. | sat down with him to ask a few
questions about his experiences in the Israeli Defense

Egypt?

Questions for Maurice Zeitouni

1. What were your childhood
experiences as a Jew living in

| was born in Cairo in 1932, and

Forces. He had a wealth of information to impart.

David and Shaul Cohen, my first cousins, are cur-
rently soldiers in the Israeli army. | put some questions
to them as well (via telephone), regarding the current
atmosphere in the army. In these interviews, | hope to
provide American Jews a better understanding of the
life of an Israeli soldier.

Nouri Levy." From him | learned that our
family is originally from the Spanish city of
Granada; he taught me to value our tradi-
tions.

During the years that | attended
school, | was discriminated against for

Captain Maurice
Zeitouni

attended "College Des Freres of Bab El-
look" from 1937 until 1948. The school was
a secular one that did not teach us about
Judaism. All my knowledge of religion,
Torah, and the Hebrew language came
from my maternal grandfather "Hatsadik

being a Jew. | was in the same school as
Yasir Arafat — he was a few years older
than me. The Egyptians kept on telling me
to get out of their land, without telling me
where to go. During the Hitler years,
yemach shemoh, there were racial slurs
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The Prime Minister of Israel, Ehud Olmert,
with Captain Maurice Zeitouni

from the Egyptians, expressing the feeling
that Hitler ought to get rid of us as well. Life
as a Jew in Egypt was not easy during the
years leading up to the founding of the state
of Israel.

2. When did you start getting

involved with the Zionist movement?

In Passover of :
1948, two friends and | '
decided to sneak out of
Egypt via the Sinai
desert, then occupied
by the British. We were
caught by the Egyptian
military at the border.
Since we were Egyptian
Jews, we were released
from detention and
returned to our parents
in Cairo. We had joined the Zionist move-
ment called Maccabi Hatsair, and we were
given assistance in applying for a passport
and visas to Italy and France. We were
already part of the Palmach movement at
the time. In Italy, | was able to support the
Zionists more freely, by helping them trans-
late documents (since | know more than five

Continued on page 176

A younger Captain
Maurice D.
Zeitouni
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was able to support the Zionists more freely, by helping
them translate documents (since | know more than five
different languages). At that time, | boarded the Atzmaut
vessel to Haifa to join newly arrived immigrants from
Romania, Poland, and Germany. From there | went to
the army, where | provided them with certain services.

3. Once you got to the newly

established state, what did you

do for the Israeli army?

I went to school and learned how to become a radio
officer in charge of a nearby station. | was sixteen years
old at the time, and | was not old enough to serve as a
soldier. Later that year, | passed all the required tests,
and became a sergeant. Once again, | was especially
useful to the army, since | knew many languages. | was
able to translate different codes and documents for
Israel. This task was essential for winning the war.
There were many times when my life was in danger, but
| always prayed to God to save me. In 1951, | was pro-
moted to lieutenant. Six months later, | became Second
Lieutenant, and two years later, in 1954, captain. Fifty
years later, after | returned to Israel on the special
F.ILD.F. tours with many community members, they
promoted me to honorary major.

4. Why did you leave the army and ultimately

move to the United States?’

This is a long story, but | will make it short. | was
respectfully discharged from the army after | disagreed
with the main authorities on a certain issue (confidential

958, after having

served in the Arava as a radioman in charge, | started
to think about my future as an Israeli civilian. My girl-
friend was blown up and killed by the Arabs during the
war, right in front of my eyes, and being in the Negev
desert brought back sad memories. | did not want to live
and work in the desert, but rather, in an Israeli city. |
looked and looked, but no job vacancies came up. At
the time, my immediate family had already moved to the
United States, and they informed me that there were
jobs available for me. After having lost many loved ones
in the two Israeli wars, | felt that | had fulfilled my obliga-
tion to help Eretz Israel and it was time to start a family
in the United States. Though | moved to the United
States, my heart is very much in israel. In 1960, | was
introduced to Florence Shrem, the daughter of Gabriel
Shrem, and we have been in love ever since. No
regrets.

5. What are some of the lifelong lessons that
you learned in the army?

The guestion should be what didn’t | learn in the army!
| learned everything in the army. | leamned to always dis-
tinguish between right and wrong. | leamed that all Jews
have to be united and help one another. | leamned that
extra safety precautions are always worthwhile, because
nothing can replace your health and your life. Safety is

. each person's responsibility. Life is very precious and can

never be replaced. The army taught me discipline, and
how to be tough, like a soldier.

Questions for David and Shaul Cohen

6. Are you excited about joining the army?

If so, what benefits do you have in society

as a resuit of joining?

I think it is a privilege to serve Israel and to protect
our country. | am proud to be a part of I.D.F. I'm also
looking forward to meeting new friends from different
parts of the country, with different points of view. Those
who serve the army in Israel are viewed with respect
and honor. Those who do not are looked down upon.
Job opportunities are greater for people who have
served in the army. A soldier gets a variety of benefits
from the government, such as free public transportation,
scholarships from the university and a monthly salary.
Pilots and members of other prestigious or special units
get degrees from university and get paid more than a
regular soldier. A soldier who has completed his term
receives a military bonus.

7. What are your opinions about the war that
took place against Lebanon?

Continued on page 178
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Ten Questions...

In thess days of war, we are in a vary difficult situz-
tion. Unfariunately, Israe! has many casualtias, Just last
week, | went to the funeral of a frend's brother, & fight-
er in unit "Egoz,” who fall in batile in Labanon, Bahies,
mothers, fathers and grandparents are il under the
threal of Hezbaollah. | kops the kidnapped scidiers will
ratum sately Lo their homas, and Hezbollah will officialy
retreat from south Lebanon.

8. Do you feel that one can be a fully observant

Jew In the army?

In my opinian, religion and the armyy 40 Aot contra-
dict each other. First, serving in the army is 2 mitzvah,
How waouid we have conguered Eratz lsrael In the first
Flace without an army? Even King Dhvid, who was a
rich man. commanded an army. The LD.F must provide
a soldier with all of his religious needs and rights. If a
zaidisr is cut in the field an & last day, for instance, the
halacha forbids him to fast, so that he can face Ihe
enemy 1o the best of his ability. Those who think that
ane czn't be raligiows in the army are just plain fazy!

3. Do you think that your contributian to the

army will make a differenca?

U courze | do, The soidiers wark 24/7 in ordar to keep
the civilians fiving in Israsl safe and pratectsd from temar,
whether they are linding smuggling tunnels with CHpl0-
sives in Gaza, or infercepting suicide attacks in Jerusalem,
Without soldiers, lsrasl cannot survivo as a GOUNthY. Since
Ihe country is so emall, the odds are that each and EVEnY
zaldisris imponant and needed for some type of task,

10. Dz you think that being a soldier now is

different from the way it was fifty yoars ago?

Fhink it is different, bacause 50 years &go, the amy
fought against othar armies; today the army fighits terror-
12l with differsnt fighting tactics. The morala of tha peo-
Me is also vary differant now. The peoole don't feal as
threatened az they did fifty years age.O
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Joan and Rachel will help parants decipher complics
cated avaluations, and clearfy axplain the situation and=
tha law. Thay are exparts in many disabilities inchudiigs
but not limited to: Leaming Disakiliies, Attention Deficits
Hyperactivily Disorder-ADHD, Speech and Languages
Dofays, Physically Disabled, Traumatic Brain njung=
Developmentally Defayed, PDD, Cersbral Palsy=
Hearing and Sight Impaired. Emotionally Disterbedes
Autizm, Fragile X and Dewn Syndrame, =

The trained slaff of lay advocates and attomeys 2t
EAZE have sxcellent working relationships with focal
community scheols as well 22 experiencod cliniciang
wha can  assist parents to determine the aperopriates
sarvices for their children. In addition whila conducting=
the business of oblaining appropriate services for chil-—=
dren, the staff of EASE has established axcelly fit work==:
ing relalionships with personnel from the Departmant of=
Education.

EASE siafi are recognized as axpefionced, zoa
saned professional as well as tough negatiators who do:
not epare any afion (o obtain appropriaie servicos for-
children wilth disabilliizs.

We at EASE serve as a bridge betwaen the familias
anc many professicnals they encauntar, and wea will &
acvocats for them ai dus procsss hearings 1o enzure
their rights are being protected. We will sducate, advo--
cate for, and guide families with a hoat of troubles thay
faca deily. These parents are called on ta Do =trong, -
knowladgesble, and courageous, Thay have beautiful
children, howsever thay face many challanges. Their
children have thair speclal needs and we enable thg =
parent to maet them with confidence, patiencea, persist.
Broe and knowledge. We novar lst the parent loss sight
ol tha fact that each child is more than their limitations.
And once armed with the knowladoe to help them it alle-
vigles the strain falt by the whale Farmily.

EASE educational advorates ls thers for tho paren
for any issues rafaling o their children's assdsmics.
With the many vears of experience behing Joan A,
Harringion and Rachal Shamah you can be Bsstrad you
as a parent are receiving the finest senvica for your chils
dran,

Please call our office if you would like to leam more
about tha s2rdces that mey be availabls for woUr child,

i
1

for ]

ki

LER L ETHEES!

R





